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23rd March 2009  

 
 
Dear_________________,  
 
   I am writing to you on behalf of myself, my family and the other 
parents and children of Gaelscoil Philib Barún in Tramore, Co Waterford. We are seeking 
your assistance to make representations on our behalf to the Minister for Education and 
Science Mr Batt O’Keefe. 
 
Presently there are 200 pupils in our school which is made up entirely of prefabs, which were 
installed by the Department of Education in 2003. The expenditure on these prefabs is a 
staggering €60,000 annually. If we were to use this figure of €65,000 per year to repay a loan 
in the region of €1,000,000 over 20 years, surely this would be better value for money. 
 
The school’s catchment area has a population of over 16,000 people which has increased by 
11.39% during 2002-2006. Tramore town itself has an estimated 11,000 residents. During this 
time the number of pupils attending Gaelscoil Philib Barún has actually doubled. Therefore 
our requirements for the future will only increase.   

Other schools’ accommodation needs are being addressed urgently. Prefabs seem to be 
acceptable in Tramore but not in other developing areas, e.g. North Dublin.  Gaelscoil Philib 
Barún needs to be prioritised as it is in unsatisfactory accommodation since the school began 
in 1985. 
 
The education of our children through Irish began 24 years ago, since then an additional 
primary school has been built in Tramore.  However Gaelscoil Philib Barún remains the only 
primary school in Tramore without a permanent building. We are also the only school 
completely dependent on prefabs.  It is sad to think that the first students of the school, now 
almost 30 years old must continue to witness members of their family attend a school which 
has no permanent building. 
 
Finally _______________, I would like to highlight why our school is so important to the 
community of Tramore. We respect and appreciate diversity; we attempt to include the whole 
community in the many projects we undertake from recycling to volunteerism. Each year we 
fundraise for community organisations such as Barnardos and children of third world 
countries. We are committed to our school and community and as we continue to grow in 
numbers, our ethos of civic and environmental responsibility grows too.  
 
With your assistance_______________, we would like to see Gaelscoil Philib Barún moved 
to a permanent building. We request that you make representations to the Minister of 
Education Mr. O’Keeffe on our behalf. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
________________________ 
 


